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Abstract:

The speech act of advice, despite its relatively accepted definition, takes on different forms in various social contexts.
Previous research has predominantly focused on institutional and non-intimate contexts, such as health consultations
and student guidance, leaving the investigation of this speech act in the intimate context of marital relationships,
particularly in literary texts, largely neglected. This study aimed to conduct a pragmatic analysis of advice in marital
dialogues across 10 plays by Akbar Radi, relying on Hinkel's (1997) classification framework; which categorized
advice into direct, cautious, and indirect types. Data were collected qualitatively through content analysis guided by
the theoretical framework and analyzed based on inter-coder reliability. The findings revealed that, firstly, all advice
in this context was "unsolicited."” Secondly, contrary to formal contexts, "direct advice™ with a share of 55.81% was
the most frequently used type, indicating the central role of "explicitness" in intimate marital relationships. Thirdly,
women offered advice significantly more often (70.23%) than men. Furthermore, by identifying 3 new types of
advice; "collective advice", "past-oriented advice", and "self-advice"; that did not fit into Hinkel's framework, the
present study demonstrated the necessity of expanding this model to align with intimate communicative contexts.
This study not only contributed to the research literature on advice in the Persian language, but also offered a novel
reading of Radi's dialogue writing by providing an analysis of power dynamics and intimacy in family discourse.
Keywords: Discourse Analysis, Speech Act of Advice, Marital Relationships, Akbar Radi, Hinkel's Framework
(1997), Explicitness, Collective Advice.

Introduction
Language, beyond being a semiotic system, is a medium for social action and interaction. From a pragmatic perspective,
every utterance, within its specific situational context, realizes an action that can reflect power relations, social
dynamics, and cultural structures (Austin, 1962; Yule, 1996). Among these, the speech act of "advice" holds a special
place as it necessitates the speaker's intervention in the decision-making and action domain of the listener while
simultaneously demanding complex considerations of the individual's "face" and "private sphere" (Brown & Levinson,
1987).

Searle (1969) contrasts advice with a "request”, stating that advising is "more like telling you what is best for you".
It can be solicited or, more pertinently for this study, unsolicited, where it is offered without a prior request (Landis et al.,
2022). Advice inherently limits the autonomy of the advisee and evokes a sense of "inequality between interactants"
(Hutchby, 1995, p. 221) and is thus often accompanied by mitigating strategies in formal contexts to reduce its imposition.

Akbar Radi’s plays known for their realism and focus on the family setting provide a rich context for examining the
discourse of advice in marital relationships. This research investigated all instances of advice in 10 plays by Akbar Radi
based on Hinkel's (1997) model and sought to answer:
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1. What difference exists between men and women in terms of soliciting advice?

2. What differences exist in the type of advice given by men to women and vice versa?

3. Based on Hinkel's (1997) classification, which type of advice is most frequent and how can this frequency be
justified?

4. Does Hinkel's model encompass all types of advice in marital relationships?

Materials and Methods

This study employed a qualitative research design, specifically utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, to investigate
the speech act of advice within its natural discursive context. The primary data source consisted of the dramatic works
of the renowned Iranian playwright, Akbar Radi. His plays were selected as the research population due to their
profound realism, deep psychological portrayal of characters, and their central focus on familial and marital dynamics,
which provide a rich and authentic corpus for analyzing everyday communication.

From the complete collection of Radi's works, a purposive sample of 10 plays was selected. The selection criterion
was the presence of rich, dynamic dialogues between married couples that were likely to contain instances of advisory
language. The selected plays were: Ofool (Decline), Rowzane Abi (The Blue Window), Marg dar Paeez (Death in
Autumn), Az Poshte Shisheha (From Behind the Windows), Monji dar Sobhe Namnak (Savior in the Damp Morning),
Hamlet ba Salade Fasl (Hamlet with Season Salad), Pellekan (The Stairs), Ahesteh ba Gole Sorkh (Slowly with the Red
Rose), Amiz Ghalamdoon, and Cactus.

Data collection was conducted through documentary study. The researchers meticulously read all dialogues between
husband and wife characters in the ten selected plays. The unit of analysis was defined as any "dialogue turn containing
the speech act of advice”, whether explicit or implicit. Each instance was extracted along with its surrounding
contextual dialogue to ensure accurate interpretation. The data analysis followed a two-phase process guided by
directed content analysis:

1. Initial Coding Based on Hinkel's Framework: The extracted instances of advice were initially coded and categorized
according to Hinkel's (1997) tripartite model:
a. Direct Advice: Coded for utterances containing imperative verbs or explicit modals like "must" and "don't"
b. Cautious Advice: Coded for utterances featuring mitigating devices, such as "I think", "perhaps"”, or interrogative
forms like "Why don't you...?"
c. Indirect Advice: Coded for utterances that implied a recommended course of action without explicit formulation
(e.g., "There's aspirin in the pharmacy.")

2. ldentification of Emergent Categories: Instances that could not be adequately classified within Hinkel's model
were set aside for a second, inductive analysis. Through an iterative process of examination, these data were
grouped based on shared linguistic and pragmatic features, leading to the emergence of new, data-driven
categories, namely "Collective Advice", "Past-Oriented Advice", and "Self-Advice".

To ensure the reliability and objectivity of the coding process, inter-coder reliability was calculated. A second coder,
proficient in pragmatics, was trained on the operational definitions of Hinkel's categories and independently coded a
randomly selected 20% of the data. The agreement rate between the two coders was 87%, indicating a high level of
coding consistency. Discrepancies were discussed and resolved to refine the coding definitions. Finally, the coded data
were analyzed quantitatively to determine the frequency and distribution of different advice types across genders and
qualitatively to interpret the discursive functions and strategic uses of these speech acts within the marital relationships
depicted by Radi.

Discussion of Results and Conclusion
The analysis of 215 instances of advice revealed complex patterns that both tested and extended the theoretical
framework.
Answer to Research Question 1: Solicitation of Advice

A foundational finding was that all advice (100%) in the marital dialogues was unsolicited. Neither husbands nor
wives explicitly requested advice before receiving it. This suggested that in the long-shared life of marriage, partners in
Radi's world felt a license or responsibility to intervene in each other's domains without an invitation, which was driven
by shared concerns.
Answer to Research Question 2: Gender Distribution

Women offered advice significantly more often (70.23%, 151 instances) than men (29.77%, 64 instances). This
disparity must be interpreted within the socio-cultural context of Radi's works. Women often appear as “"emotional
managers" and “crisis organizers" of the household. Their frequent advice reflects this social and emotional
responsibility. For instance, the character "Mah-Sima" in "Hamlet with Season Salad" delivered 36 instances of purely
direct advice, embodying an authoritative guide and seeking to organize her husband's life.
Answer to Research Question 3: Dominance of Direct Advice

Contrary to findings in institutional contexts, direct advice was the dominant type with a frequency of 55.81% (120
instances). This linguistic explicitness was explained by the unique features of the marital context:
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Intimacy License: In close, long-term relationships, individuals felt less need for linguistic formalities to
protect their partner's "face”. An imperative like "Don't smoke!" could be interpreted as care and responsibility, not
merely imposition.

Context of Crisis: Much advice was given at the peak of critical situations. In these moments, directness took on
a practical and urgent function, reflecting raw emotion rather than premeditated strategy.

This finding challenged studies that viewed unsolicited advice as inherently harmful as it often did not trigger
resistance in Radi's world. Instead, it aligned with research highlighting directness as a feature of intimate familial
communication.

Answer to Research Question 4: Expanding Hinkel's Framework
A significant finding was the identification of new advice types that fell outside Hinkel's (1997) model, necessitating

its expansion.

1. Collective Advice (10.70%): The speaker used the pronoun "we", including themselves as the target of the advice
(e.g., "Now we must talk. We must take care of ourselves."). This was a sophisticated pragmatic strategy that
reduced the imposing nature of advice by transforming it from an individual "command" into a “shared goal",
thereby persuading the listener through a sense of common fate.

2. Past-Oriented Advice (2.79%): The speaker referred to advice previously given that was not followed (e.g., "You
shouldn't have eaten all that pickle™). This type served a meta-pragmatic function, primarily aiming for “"blame™ or
"indirect protest”, introducing a temporal dimension to advice discourse.

3. Self-Advice (0.93%): The speaker advised themselves (e.g., "I should hide this damned box somewhere™). This was
often used in situations of helplessness or as a performative, indirect way of urging the listener to act.

This study demonstrated that the speech act of advice in the intimate context of marital relationships in Radi's works
did not follow the rules governing formal contexts. Unadorned explicitness replaced mitigation and the prominent role
of gender was a defining feature. Hinkel's (1997) model, while a useful starting point, was insufficient. By identifying
"collective", "past-oriented"”, and “self-advice", this research proved the necessity of expanding this framework for
intimate communicative settings.

The entirely "unsolicited" nature of the advice underscored the active role partners took. The prevalence of direct
advice introduced the "intimacy license" as a key factor in mitigating face threat, while "collective advice" emerged as
an intelligent strategy for managing the relationship and reducing the domineering load of advice. This study was a step
towards localizing discourse analysis within Persian language and culture, aiding in the understanding of
characterization and power dynamics in family-themed literature. Future research could analyze naturalistic data from
real-life Iranian couples and compare advice across different literary works.
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