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Abstract

The present study adopts a descriptive—analytical method and a morphological-typological perspective to examine
these verbs. The central question addressed in this research is: given the distinct characteristics of Persian light verb
constructions, how do they behave in terms of morphological and typological properties? To answer this question,
examples of these verbs were first identified and analyzed in both prose and poetry, followed by a review of various
linguistic and grammatical viewpoints concerning them. Finally, their morphological and typological features—such
as the presence of present and past forms, positive and negative forms, initial and final structures—were investigated.
The findings of the study indicate that these verbs are present both in Standard Persian and in dialectal varieties, though
their number is limited. The verbal components of these constructions are also restricted, with Sodan “to become,”
gereftan “to take,” and budan “to be” being the most frequent. One of the most significant results is that approximately
85% of Persian light verb constructions exhibit similar semantic behavior and are typologically homogeneous. For
instance, sensory verbs such as sard... budan “to be cold,” garm... budan “to be warm,” gorsneh... budan “to be
hungry,” and tashneh... budan “to be thirsty”” show identical structural and aspectual patterns, possessing both initial

and final forms.
Keywords: Enclitic Compound Verbs, Typology, Impersonal Verbs, Stative Verbs, Inchoative Verbs.

Introduction

Compound verbs constitute one of the most salient structural features of the Persian verbal system and have long attracted scholarly
attention within the field of linguistics. Unlike simple verbs, which convey meaning through a single lexical unit, compound verbs
consist of a non-verbal element—such as a noun, adjective, or prepositional phrase—combined with a light verb that carries the primary
inflectional morphology. This structural configuration endows the Persian verbal system with considerable expressive flexibility,
allowing for the encoding of a wide range of actions, states, and processes through a relatively limited set of verbal stems.

Within the broader class of Persian compound verbs, a particular subgroup exhibits a distinctive configuration, in which part of the
semantic content is realized through a clitic-like element that attaches to a light verb. In the present study, these constructions are
referred to as enclitic compound verbs. Owing to their specific morphological and semantic properties, a systematic investigation of
these verbs can contribute significantly to a clearer understanding of the Persian verbal system and its typological organization. These
constructions are particularly noteworthy because they blur the conventional boundaries between lexical compounding and cliticization,
raising important questions regarding their morphological status and syntactic behavior.

In contemporary Persian usage, numerous physical, psychological, and sensory states are expressed through such constructions.
Everyday expressions, such assard budan (“to be cold”), garm shodan (“to become warm”), gorosne budan (“to be hungry”),
and teshne budan (“to be thirsty™), exemplify this verbal pattern, in which a descriptive or nominal element combines with a light verb.
These forms are highly frequent in both spoken and written registers; yet, they have not been subjected to thorough morphological and
typological scrutiny. Despite their pervasiveness, questions persist concerning their morphological behavior, the range of light verbs
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with which they can co-occur, and the extent to which they conform to consistent typological patterns across different semantic
domains.

Although Persian compound verbs have been examined from various theoretical perspectives—including generative syntax,
cognitive linguistics, and lexical semantics—the specific subgroup of enclitic compound verbs remains relatively understudied.
Existing research has often treated them as marginal or exceptional cases, subsuming them under broader discussions of compound
verb formation without addressing their unique structural and semantic characteristics. In particular, there is a notable lack of systematic
studies that investigate these constructions from a combined morphological and typological standpoint, examining whether they exhibit
regular patterns that would justify their classification as a coherent category within the Persian verbal system.

The present study aimed to address this gap by investigating the morphological-typological behavior of enclitic compound verbs
in everyday Persian. More specifically, it sought to identify the light verbs that most frequently participate in the formation of these
constructions and analyze their key morphological properties, including the ability to distinguish tense (present vs. past), the capacity
to occur in both affirmative and negative polarity contexts, and the presence of stative and inchoative structures. By examining these
features across a broad corpus of lexical data, the study endeavored to determine whether enclitic compound verbs display consistent
structural patterns and to what extent they can be considered a typologically coherent category within Persian.

The findings of this research are expected to contribute to the broader literature on Persian linguistics by providing empirical
evidence on a frequent but underexplored class of verbal constructions. Furthermore, the study may offer insights into the typological
characteristics of Persian as a verb-framed or satellite-framed language, particularly with regard to how states and state changes are
lexically and morphologically encoded. Ultimately, a deeper understanding of enclitic compound verbs can enrich theoretical models
of compounding, cliticization, and light verb constructions in Persian and potentially in other languages that exhibit similar structural
features.

Materials & Methods

This study employed a descriptive—analytical methodology situated within the framework of linguistic description. Data
were collected through a library-based approach, drawing on several authoritative Persian lexicographical sources. The
corpus comprised lexical entries and illustrative examples extracted from major Persian dictionaries that documented both
standard and colloquial vocabulary.

The principal sources consulted include Farhang-e Sokhan by Hasan Anvari (2004/1383), Farhang-e Estelahat-e
Amiyaneh by Abolhasan Najafi (1999/1378), and Farhang-e Loghat-e Amiyaneh by Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh
(1962/1341). From these dictionaries, all verbal constructions conforming to the structural pattern of enclitic compound
verbs were identified and compiled for analysis.

Following data collection, the extracted verbs were categorized and examined according to several morphological
criteria. These criteria encompassed the availability of present and past tense forms, the capacity to occur in both
affirmative and negative constructions, the ability to form inchoative structures denoting the onset of a state, and the
presence of stative structures indicating a stable condition. In addition, the types of light verbs participating in the
formation of these constructions were identified and analyzed. On the basis of this examination, recurring structural
patterns among the verbs were identified and subsequently evaluated from a typological perspective in order to assess the
degree of structural consistency within this category of Persian verbs.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The results of the analysis indicated that enclitic compound verbs in Persian exhibit relatively consistent morphological
and typological patterns. One of the most significant findings was that these constructions are predominantly formed with
a limited set of light verbs. Among these, shodan (“to become™), gereftan (“to take”), and budan (“to be””) appeared most
frequently and played a central role in the formation of such verbs. This observation suggested that the Persian verbal
system relies on a small number of highly productive light verbs in the formation of compound verbal expressions.

From a morphological standpoint, many of these verbs could occur across multiple tense forms and appear in both
present and past constructions. They were also capable of manifesting in affirmative and negative contexts, reflecting a
considerable degree of grammatical flexibility within the Persian language. Nevertheless, some verbs tended to occur
more frequently in particular semantic environments or structural configurations, indicating subtle distributional
constraints.

Another important finding pertained to the semantic behavior of these constructions. The analysis demonstrated that
approximately 85% of the examined enclitic compound verbs shared similar semantic patterns and displayed a relatively
uniform typological structure. This semantic consistency was particularly evident in verbs that expressed physical or
sensory states experienced by human subjects. For instance, constructions like as sard budan (“to be cold”), garm
budan (“to be warm™), gorosne budan (“to be hungry”), and teshne budan (“to be thirsty”) exhibited notable similarities
in both syntactic structure and semantic function, underscoring the systematic nature of this verbal category.

These verbs typically occurred in two aspectual configurations: stative and inchoative. In stative constructions, the
verb denoted a stable condition or enduring state as in gorosne budan (“to be hungry”). In contrast, inchoative
constructions expressed the onset or emergence of a state as in gorosne shodan (“to become hungry”). The coexistence
of both structures among a substantial portion of the analyzed verbs indicated that Persian systematically encoded a
distinction between a state and the initiation of that state through such compound formations.

Overall, the findings suggested that enclitic compound verbs constitute a systematic and productive component of the
Persian verbal system. They are generally formed with a restricted set of light verbs, occur within clearly identifiable
semantic domains, and frequently exhibit both stative and inchoative structures. These characteristics support the view
that such verbs represent a coherent typological category within Persian and that their investigation contributes to a deeper
understanding of the morphological and syntactic organization of this language.
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Table 4- Relative Frequency of Co-event of Enclitic Compound Verbs
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Table 5- An example of the analysis of typological-morphological features of enclitic compound verbs
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Table 6- Frequency of the semantic aspects of enclitic compound verbs
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